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             22
nd

 December 2021 
Dear Friends, 
 
After another extraordinary and hard year for many, we approach the joy of Christmas and the opportunities given 
through a new year. In speaking to many people the reality of COVID still impacts the lives of so many – their 
everyday experiences, hope and fears and uncertainties about the future. We heard about the 4

th
 wave of COVID 

being felt in different parts of the world, however we could never imagine how this might affect us until it arrived. 
Just today the Netherlands was put into hard lockdown. The National Corona Command Council meets today to 
assess our own situation and advise the President and Cabinet. 
 

In the midst of this we will soon celebrate our Lord’s incarnation in Christmas. These quotes, among many, 
inspire our preparation for this festival, “It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you.” Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta. Loving others through us is an intentional choice we can make this Christmas, especially 
towards those who we may find hard to love. And Kelly Clarkson says, "The thing about Christmas is that it 
almost doesn't matter what mood you're in, or what kind of year you've had–it's a fresh start." This year has 
been horrendous for many people – a year of isolation, uncertainty, illness, the diagnosis and treatment of 
cancer and, for some, even the death of loved ones. That said however, Christmas can indeed be that fresh 
start we need to move on into what we pray will be a year, marked by hope and a growing confidence that life 
will return to a greater degree of what it was pre-COVID. Let us pray together that this will be. 

 

A word of heartfelt thanks 
 

There are so many to thank at this time of the year, as 2021 rapidly draws to a close. I do not wish to name them, 
as inevitably someone gets left out which can cause hurt. We as a parish are incredibly blessed by so many kind, 
generous and hardworking parishioners. Your ministry and creativity is a true gift to us, sharing as we do in our 
Lord’s work and that of the Gospel. Can I therefore express, on behalf of Exco and the PCC, how deeply grateful 
we are to you, one and all, for all you have done through 2021. 
 

 
Information about our Christmas and New Year services 

 

As advertised in our Parish WhatsApp group the Christmas Eucharist services are as follows: 
 
Christmas Eve: 24

th
 December: 19h00: Eucharist giving opportunity for the assembling of the Christmas Crib and 

blessing of Christingles. 
Christmas Day: 25

th
 December: 08h00: Eucharist with carols. 

First Sunday after Christmas: 26
th

 December: 09h00: Said Eucharist. 
NB: Wednesday morning services only resume on 12

th
 January 2022. 

 
Joy and I wish you all a truly happy, peaceful and safe Christmas with all of God’s blessings in 2022. 

 
Yours in Christ,  
David 

 
 
 

Our Vision 

To be a Multi-Generational Church creating a culture of discipleship where all people can Believe, Belong and Become 

Relevant Effective Dynamic 

Followers of Jesus Christ. 

 


